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Round 2: with some fun questions 
 

11. How many people live in areas facing water 
scarcity to the nearest 100 million? (100 million 
is 0.1 billion) 

2.8 billion people live in areas facing water scarcity: 
1.2 billion due to physical scarcity (there’s not 
enough), and 1.6 billion due to economic scarcity 
(there’s enough but it’s not getting to the people). 

12. There are lots of reasons for areas becoming 
water scarce. How many reasons can you name? 
A point for each general area. 

 

• population growth 
• changes in consumption and production 
• food production since agriculture uses 70% of 

freshwater withdrawals (and up to 95% in some 
developing countries), and this is likely to grow by 
11% by 2050 

• land and water ‘grabs’ 
• energy generation (for example through biofuels 

and hydro power) 
• industry which requires (and often pollutes) high 

quality water or impacts ecosystems through 
deforestation 

• infrastructure which is aging or inadequate 
• pollution and ecosystem degradation 
• management and governance which is 

unsustainable and inequitable  
• climate change 

13. The largest lake by volume is Lake Baikal. But 
where on Earth is it? 

 

It’s in Russia. There’s 5,700 cubic miles of water. The 
second biggest is Lake Tanganyika in Africa and the 
third biggest is Lake Superior in North America. 
 

14. What’s the pH of pure water? 
 

It’s pH7. Pure water, solely hydrogen and oxygen 
atoms, has a neutral pH of 7, which is neither acidic 
nor alkali. 

15. How many tonnes of water does the sun 
evaporate each day? A hundred million, a 
hundred billion or a trillion? 

 

The sun evaporates a trillion tonnes of water each 
day. 
 

16. Where in the world is the hottest sea water and 
(for a bonus point) how hot is it to the nearest 
5°C? 

 

The Persian Gulf. It’s 35°C! 
 

17. Which animal can last the longest without 
water, a rat or a camel? 

 

A rat can last longer without water than a camel. 
 

18. How many baths full of water do you need to 
produce a single cup of coffee? 

 

1 bath full of water, that’s 140 litres! 
 

19. How many baths full of water do you need to 
produce one hamburger? 

 

17 baths full of water! 
 

20. What is the lowest temperature water will boil 
at on the Earth’s surface? (to the nearest 5 
degrees) 

68°C (so take 70 degrees) on the top of Mount 
Everest. Water boils at a lower temperature when 
the air pressure is lower. 

 


